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International conference: Offshore wind about to take off

Offshore wind is the hot topic of the month in the <UK> and other North Sea regions, delegates were told at an international POWER Offshore Wind Conference in <Lowestoft> on Tuesday. Industry experts gave a comprehensive update on offshore wind energy around the <North Sea>.

Nearly 100 delegates, from as far a field as Scotland, Norway and Germany, came to Lowestoft to hear that offshore wind was about to fully take off in the three leading offshore wind regions in the world – the UK, Germany and Denmark – with hundreds of new offshore wind turbines expected to be constructed over the next four years.

Expert speakers said that the regions around the Southern North Sea will remain the global powerhouse of the industry in the future, and offshore wind industries will flourish.  The chief executive of the British Wind Energy Association, who chaired the conference, stated that the UK has the richest wind resource in the world, with the potential for the UK to take up to 50% of the global offshore wind generating capacity. 

Suffolk County Councillor Eddy Alcock, Portfolio Holder for Environment and Waste Management, said “  It was my greatest pleasure to welcome the delegates to Suffolk at the start of the conference. The success of this conference confirmed <Lowestoft>’s important position in the offshore wind industry. With its high profile speakers and international attendance, it provided an excellent opportunity to raise the profile of OrbisEnergy, the offshore renewable energy centre being built at Ness Point.”

The conference was the final event of the European funded POWER (Pushing Offshore Wind Energy Regions) initiative, coordinated in the UK by Suffolk County Council. POWER was celebrated at the conference as a big success.

Michael Moll, UK POWER Project Manager at Suffolk County Council, said  “POWER is unique in that, through the incentive of European funding, regions which would normally compete for their share in the offshore wind industry were encouraged to cooperate. The regions realised that they would serve the industry in their respective regions better if they cooperated internationally, and combined their complementary skills and expertise from related offshore oil, gas, onshore wind and marine sectors.”

John Best, Chief Executive of the East of England Energy Group (EEEGR) who co-ordinated the conference, added “POWER has formed an excellent platform to allow regional businesses to build strong links  with  companies around the North Sea, and we are committed to continue joint working with business associations from the other POWER countries.”

Work on a follow on initiative to POWER started immediately after the conference, in an international project development workshop.






ENDS

Notes to the editor: 
·  The POWER Offshore Wind Mini Conference took place at Hotel Victoria in <Lowestoft>. 90 delegates attended. The conference was chaired by the British Wind Energy Association (BWEA), and featured expert speakers from <Germany>, the <UK> and <<Denmark>>, including leading energy analysts Douglas-Westwood Ltd, and key companies in the offshore wind industry, Airtricity and ode.  
·  The POWER (Pushing Offshore Wind Energy Regions) initiative is co-financed by European Regional Development Funding through the Interreg North Sea Programme. The East of England is represented in the POWER project by Suffolk County Council, the East of England Energy Group, Waveney District Council and <<Lowestoft> <College>>.  The conference was the last event of the EU funded period  of POWER .  
·  Further information about the achievements of POWER is available in the brochure “Offshore Wind  - The North Sea Connection: POWER in the East of England”. The brochure was launched at the conference. For electronic or hard copies of the brochure, please contact Anneka Hardy in the communications team . 
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