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POWER – Pushing Offshore Wind Energy Regions

A strategic Project

Conference 14.-15. June 2007

Nicole Schäfer, 
Federal Office for Building and Regional Planning (BBR), Bonn
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new 
INTERREG IVB 
North Sea 
Programme –

Cooperation area
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� Identified economic challenges:
� use transnational cooperation opportunities to involve a broad variety of 

stakeholders from the public and the private sector, as well as research 
and education institutions in a process of clustering centres of
excellence

� achieve a wide diffusion of innovation that reinforces regional 
competitiveness

� there are a number of major business sectors which have the potential 
to be the drivers such as environmentally friendly energy production

� stimulating and strengthening the innovation system of the North Sea 
Region requires strong action at a regional and national level
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� Identified environmental challenges:
� challenges facing the North Sea Region are set in the framework of 

potential global warming and climate change
� economic and social importance of the Region’s coastline is undisputed
� offshore areas are a rich environmental, cultural and economic resource 

but the landward areas of the coast are equally significant
� This creates often competing uses of scarce and relatively fragile 

resources
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� Identified energy challenges:
� the North Sea Region is quite unique in a European context in that it has 

tended to be a next exporter of energy
� strong use of natural resources such as wind and wave energy have 

played their part 
� North Sea Region is at the forefront of technological development in 

many of these sectors
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� The Transnational Strategy:
� cooperation is essential where obstacles posed by national borders, 

natural or institutional/organisational barriers hinder meeting our 
common goals

� cooperation is crucial where the complexity of the problem favours 
solutions that involve different levels of government, different levels of 
decision-making, management, implementation and financing, and 
different sectors

� actions that are best addressed at the transnational level
� promotion of innovation and the knowledge economy
� Importance of creating attractive and sustainable places in which to live 

and work
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� The Programme Aim:
� enhancing the overall quality of life for residents of the North Sea 

Region
� ensuring that there is access to more and better jobs
� sustaining and enhancing the acknowledged environmental qualities
� improving accessibility to places and ensuring that our communities are 

viable, vibrant and attractive places to live and work
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� The Programme’s Priorities:

1. Building on our capacity for innovation
2. Promoting the sustainable management of our environment
3. Improving the accessibility of places in the North Sea Region
4. Promoting sustainable and competitive communities
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� The transnationality criterion:
� the problem addressed can not, by its nature, be satisfactorily tackled 

within one country;
� the objectives defined, and work carried out are consequently shared 

between partners from different countries;
� cooperation between partners improves the quality of results compared 

to the possible achievements of a partner working on its own;
� networking, knowledge transfer and the exchange of good practice in

transnational partnerships (inviting private partners) create added value 
and leads to an increased capacity in running sustainable economic 
development policies;

� results are relevant for the wider North Sea Region and transferable 
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� Strategic dimension (1) – the project…

� … has additional features compared to “good projects”
� … identifies key issues;
� … results in significant change or improvement in the whole or large 

parts of the NSR:
� … has the potential to prepare major cooperation projects which could 

subsequently be financed by other programmes and funds
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� Strategic dimension (2) – the project…

� … foresees actions that do not refer to single standing local or regional 
case but contributes to the prosperous development of a major part of 
the region

� … has political support and backup at the national level of the Member 
States involved

� … has long-lasting impact (beyond the project’s lifetime)
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POWER – a strategic project 

The new INTERREG IVB Programme

� Private partners – can participate as public similar partners if:
� … it constitutes a legal body;
� … it acts as a non-profit organisation in the context of the project – this 

does not exclude companies acting on a for-profit basis in other context
� … it makes all project results available to the general public free of 

charge. This includes securing public access to the project results.
� … project activities are carried out in accordance with the principle of 

real costs;
� … project activities are carried out in accordance with public tender 

rules
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Private Partners in INTERREG IVB
POWER…

� … has contributed to the economic, environmental and energy 
challenges of the NSR,

� … follows the transnational strategy of the programme,
� … refers to the programmes aim – both regarding the IIIB and 

the IVB programme,
� … provides true transnational added value,
� … tackles already issues of the future programme’s priorities,
� … has strategic relevance,
� … is a success story …

THEREFORE, …
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Private Partners in INTERREG IVB

The Message: CONTINUE YOUR WORK !!!
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Thank you for your attention !!!

www.bmvbs.de/en
www.bbr.bund.de
www.interreg.de

Nicole Schäfer
Phone +49 228 99 401 1418
nicole.schaefer@bbr.bund.de


